
Building Community by Getting to Know Our Neighbors:  

Alex Schwartz, Documentary Filmmaker 
 

 “The Last Glaciers of Yosemite,” a documentary short which premiered 
at this year’s Mill Valley Film Festival, was made by Alex Schwartz, who 
grew up in Kent Woodlands and whose parents, Sue and Michael Schwartz, 
still live here. The film features Greg Stock, Park Geologist at Yosemite, who 
might be the last park Geologist to study its iconic glaciers because they are 
melting.  
 The film beautifully illustrates the impact of climate change on Yosem-
ite.  The glaciers are receding at a noticeable rate, which threatens the re-
gional water supply. As Greg Stock says in the film, “Part of the reason why we are studying [the glaciers] and docu-
menting as much as we can now is because at some point our photographs, our maps, our reports, our stories -– that’s 
all that will be left.”  
 “Climate change challenges some of the traditional notions of preservation. The original idea was that parks 
would be protected against outside influences and that would be logging and mining. Those challenges were local. 
They weren’t global and we’re in a different era now,” according to Greg.   
 The message which Alex’s film makes clear is this “To protect our national parks, it will take more than protecting 
their boundaries: it will require shifts in consumer behavior and international cooperation.” 
 What effect did growing up in Kent Woodlands have on Alex? First, Alex really tapped into nature as a kid because 
he was surrounded by easy access to it. “Kent Woodlands is the center of my universe, despite the fact that I lived 
abroad and went away for college.  And one thing that still astounds me today is that you can so quickly be on Mt. 
Tam. I can hike to Stinson Beach from my house, passing through beautiful scenery like Muir Woods. I also like the fact 
that the founder of Kent Woodlands, William Kent, purchased the land to make Muir Woods possible, because he was 
a John Muir fan, too. Like me.” 

 Continued on page 2 
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President’s Note 

Looking for Fire Safety  
Information For Kent Woodlands? 

 

The KWPOA web site has a wide range of fire prevention 
resources! Visit kwpoa.com/fire-safety for links to local fire 

safety organizations, emergency evacuation info, fire-wise  
landscaping tips, emergency alert registration, and more. 

http://kwpoa.com/fire-safety


Alex Schwartz—Continued from front page 

 

 Second, his parents encouraged him participate in some of the great programs which Marin offers to kids. One 
such program is FastForward, a Marin publication written by kids for kids. Alex got involved in FastForward in middle 
school. He wrote about the movies and even interviewed Jerry Seinfeld.  He says he can trace his interest in the film 
industry to those experiences, that “FastForward changed the trajectory of my life.”  
 Third, he saw the film “How to Change the World,” produced by Bay Area documentary filmmaker, Bous de Jong, 
and heard President Obama’s speech at Yosemite about how climate change was affecting the national parks.  Alex 
knew then that he wanted to make films that would have an immediate, traceable, real-world impact. And that Yosem-
ite, a cherished national park where climate change is happening right now, not far from home, would be the perfect 
subject.  
 To watch Alex’ documentary short film, “The Last Glaciers in Yosemite,” here is a special link and password which 
will give Kent Woodlands residents free access until the end of November: vimeo.com/405698603, password: maclure. 
 For information about FastForward: fastforwardweb.com/index.php/about-us/about-fastforward. 
 

— Ann Becker, President 
 

The President’s Note is intended to build community by spotlighting local residents. It is not an endorsement by the   
Association of any commercial product or service. 
 

If you know of a Kent Woodlands resident who would be a good subject of a “President’s Note,” let me know. Send me 
an email at info@kwpoa.com with “Possible subject of President’s Note” in the subject line. 

KWPOA Election News 
 As announced in the October 2020 newsletter, and in  

accordance with our Voting Policy, the Association invited 

nominations for the annual election of the 2021 Board of   

Directors, for which three director seats are open. A special 

membership meeting was held on October 22th to take nom-

inations from the floor, and the deadline for submitting nomi-

nations by mail, email, or delivery to our office was October 

31, 2020. 

 Nominations were received and qualified for incumbents 

Ann Becker and Sara Wardell-Smith. With three director 

seats up for election and two candidates running, the seats 

are uncontested. As such, KWPOA will dispense with the 

mailing of secret ballots and declare that Becker and Wardell- 

Smith are elected. This decision has been made pursuant to 

the California Civil Code and KWPOA's bylaws, which state:  
"In the event that the number of qualified nominees for elec-

tion as directors does not exceed the number of vacancies to 

be filled, the Association may, without further action, declare 

that those nominated and qualified have been elected.” 

(KWPOA Bylaws, Article VI, Section 5 [d]). 

 The two-year terms for the elected Directors will begin 

on the date of the Annual Membership Meeting, January 20, 

2020. If you have any questions, please contact the office at 

415-721-7429 or info@kwpoa.com. 

Openings on  
Architecture  
Committee 

 

If you would be willing to serve 
on KWPOA’s Architectural Com-
mittee — especially if you are an 
architect, builder, contractor, de-
veloper or have other perspectives 
and expertise which you believe 
would be helpful on this commit-
tee, can commit to becoming very 
familiar with the Architectural 
Rules and CC&Rs, can consistent-
ly attend monthly meetings and 
site visits, and are a KWPOA 
member—please let the Board 
know at info@kwpoa.com by   
November 10. All exploratory 
conversations welcome. 

https://vimeo.com/405698603
https://www.fastforwardweb.com/index.php/about-us/about-fastforward
mailto:Annbecker@kwpoa.com
mailto:info@kwpoa.com
mailto:info@kwpoa.com


 

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE:  Jim Schafer (Chair), Anne Barr, Tom Nicholson, Bill Riley    

AC COORDINATOR:  Michael Barber 

MEETINGS:  Held at the KWPOA office at 1010 Sir Francis Drake Blvd., #200, Kentfield, CA on the 2nd and/or 4th Tuesdays 

of each month from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. To be noticed in the newsletter and placed on the agenda, COMPLETE applications 

must be received by the 21st of the preceding month (or the Friday prior if the 21st falls on a weekend or holiday).  All calls       

concerning Architectural Committee matters should be directed to Michael Barber at the KWPOA office at 415-721-7429 or 

mbarber@kwpoa.com.  Materials and applications may be mailed to P.O. Box 404, Kentfield 94914, or delivered to the office  

by appointment only. 

Architectural Applications:  November 2020 
 

Please note:  This newsletter is your official notice from the KWPOA regarding property improvements submitted  
for approval by the Architectural Committee. Please review this section very carefully as some planned development 
may affect you. Note that Architectural Committee actions are not final until ratified by the Board of Directors.   
 

 

THIS MONTH’S ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW MEETING:  Tuesday, November 17, 2020 

Property Address    Applicant   Category/Project Description 

Important Notice: Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation, this month’s AC meeting will be held via telecon-
ference. Please email mbarber@kwpoa.com or jwilliams@kwpoa.com for participation instructions. As this 
situation continues, it may be necessary to reschedule, or change the format of, AC meetings. Accordingly, 
consult the KWPOA event calendar at kwpoa.com for any meeting changes. 

New Applications for November   

619 Goodhill Lanna/Hui C-2 Minor Additions 

33 Rancheria Tang C-4 Significant Changes in Appearances 

106 Diablo Nelson/Atwater C-5 Substantial Remodel 

   

Continued Applications to be considered in November  

None   

   

Applications Approved in October   

111 Goodhill Powell C-4 Significant Changes in Appearances 

37 N Ridgewood Janzer C-4 Significant Changes in Appearances 

   

Applications Continued in October - next meeting to be decided  

7 Laurel Way Quaroni C-2 Minor Additions 

   

Open Enforcements   

14 Madrone (enforcement on hold)   

421 Crown (enforcement on hold)   

   

Exempt and Administratively Approved Applications  

1 Madrone Weaver Tree Removal 

15 Spring Fellows Solar Panels 

16 Madrone Harper Solar Panels 

mailto:mbarber@kwpoa.com
mailto:mbarber@kwpoa.com
mailto:jwilliams@kwpoa.com


Kent Woodlands Property Owners Association 

PO Box 404 

Kentfield, CA  94914 

Next Board Meeting Agenda 
Thurs. December 3, 2020  - 6:00PM via videoconference. 
Contact jwilliams@kwpoa.com for info. 

• Call to Order 
• Public Comment 
• Approval of October 22, 2020 Meeting Minutes 
• AC Report and Ratifications 
• Fire Safety Report and Related Votes 
• Report of Task Force on Approval Process for Solar and 

Generators  
• Appointment of Architectural Committee Members  
• Officer Reports 
• County Update 
• Social Events Update 
• Administrator's Report 
• Next Regular Board Meeting Agenda  
• Adjourn and Reconvene in Executive Session 
 

Executive Session Agenda: 
• Call to Order 
• Approval of October 22, 2020 Executive Minutes 
• Enforcements and Legal Matters 
• Personnel 
• Adjournment 
 

(This is a preliminary agenda. Final agenda will be posted at 
our office 96 hours prior to meeting.) 

KWPOA Contact Information 
PO Box 404, Kentfield  94914 

1010 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. #200 

Kentfield, CA  94904 

415-721-7429 

www.kwpoa.com 

info@kwpoa.com 

Mailing address: 

Office address: 

 

Phone: 

Web Site: 

Email: 

Board Members and Staff 
Ann Becker, President 

Bitsa Freeman, Vice President 

Sara Wardell-Smith, Treasurer 

Kirk Baierlein, Secretary 

Anne Barr, Director/AC  

Jeff Leh, Director 

Matt Kursh, Director 
 

Jeanne Williams, Administrator 

Michael Barber, AC Coordinator 

abecker@kwpoa.com 

bfreeman@kwpoa.com 

swardellsmith@kwpoa.com 

kbaierlein@kwpoa.com 

abarr@kwpoa.com 

jleh@kwpoa.com 

mkursh@kwpoa.com 
 

jwilliams@kwpoa.com 

mbarber@kwpoa.com 

http://www.kwpoa.com
mailto:info@kwpoa.com
mailto:abecker@kwpoa.com
mailto:bfreeman@kwpoa.com
mailto:swardellsmith@kwpoa.com
mailto:kbaierlein@kwpoa.com
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mailto:mbarber@kwpoa.com


Have You Cleared Your  

Defensible Space? 

Marin County Open Space, Marin Water and 
Kentfield Fire have done considerable mitigation 
work around our neighborhood. Now it’s up to  
individual homeowners to do their share and create 
their own defensible space. For guidelines on main-
taining defensible space, go to firesafemarin.org.  
To help get you started,  we are hosting another 
Chipper Day in partnership with FireSafe Marin. 
Mark your calendars for  November 18th and be 
sure to sign up to reserve your spot as space is  
limited. Details are outlined on the  
reverse of this flyer! 

http://firesafemarin.org


Kent Woodlands
CHIPPER Event on Nov. 19th

Guidelines:
● Pre-registration is required: Residents can register at:

https://www.chipperday.com/marin
● Signup is on a first come first served basis.  When we have reached our capacity,

any additional registrants will be placed on a wait list.   Residents on the waitlist will not
receive a pickup unless they receive a confirmation email due to a cancellation.

● Residents need to bring their one pile to their curb for the chipper pick up by 8 am the
day we have scheduled for your site. Pickup could be delayed for 1-2 days due to the
volume the chippers are processing.

● Your pile is limited to  10 feet x 4 feet x 4 feet in size. If a pile is larger than 10x4x4,
the excess will be left for the resident to remove. Firewise sites run the risk of losing
their chipper event the following year if there are too many size violations.

What CAN go in the chipper?

● Tree limbs up to 8” in diameter.
● Woody shrubs, brush, limbs, bamboo, pampas grass, scotch broom, cypress, juniper.
● Lay all vegetation the same way with the base of the branch or plant at the same end.

What WILL be taken but can't be put in the chipper?

● Roots with rock/gravel/dirt - cut away from the rest of the plant, place next to pile.
● Palm fronds - place next to pile.

What will NOT be taken for the safety of our crews?

● Trash, poison oak, blackberry brambles, construction materials, lumber, regular yard
waste, leaves, lawn clippings.

Contact information: firewise@firesafemarin.org

This is a benefit of MWPA and FireSafe Marin to prepare for the wildfire season, this free chipper
event is not intended to remove all vegetation that residents wish or need to remove.  Any portion of a
pile greater than 10x4x4 feet will be left behind and will become the resident’s responsibility to
remove.

https://www.chipperday.com/marin
mailto:firewise@firesafemarin.org
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