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President’s Note 
 

Building Community by Getting to Know our Neighbors 

WATER 
 

 In California, we’re familiar with water shortage, how drought affects our lives, and how to live with it. 

We take shorter showers, adjust our irrigation systems, and avoid washing our cars. In other parts of the 

world, the water shortage has much more significant consequences. In fact, the drinking-water shortage is the 
largest cause of health-related death. Jin Zidell, a long-time Kent Woodlands resident, has taken this on as his 

life mission.  

 Concerned about the 700 million people living without sufficient water, Jin organized the 2007 Blue Plan-

et Run. The Blue Planet Run was an unprecedented nonstop around-the-world relay to raise awareness and 

funds for safe drinking-water projects. Twenty runners covered 15,200 miles in 95 days. They ran 24 hours a 

day, through 16 countries, passing the baton at more than 1,400 exchange points worldwide. Roughly follow-

ing the northern 41st parallel, the runners received publicity which alerted the world to the safe drinking-

water crisis and carried the Blue Planet message of hope that there is a solution.  

 The Blue Planet Run Foundation envisions a world in which every human has easy access to safe drinking

-water. When Jin founded it, the goal was to deliver safe drinking-water to 200 million people by the year 

2027. To date, the Foundation has funded more than 450 projects in 24 countries, and has provided safe 

drinking-water to 250,000 people, thanks to a global network of water experts who select, manage and moni-

tor the performance of projects. The Foundation funds projects that are sustainable, so that each community 

is able to maintain and operate them for many years. 

 Jin explained that for $50, you can provide drinking-water to a person for life. This is because the most 

common intervention costs about $50,000 and consists of a bore hole and a hand pump. A 1,000-foot well 

can provide enough drinking-water to support a village of 1,000 people. As Jin explained to me, access to safe 

drinking-water can be the first rung on the ladder out of poverty. Women in water-stressed villages spend 

200 hours per year fetching water. They could be doing other tasks like weaving, raising crops, etc. 

 Students at Kent Middle School in 2006 learned about the global drinking-water crisis and the Blue Planet 

Run when Jin spoke at Kent and distributed free copies of his book, Blue Planet Run: The Race to Provide 

Safe Drinking Water to the World. I know at least one student who went on to major in Environmental Sci-

ence as a result of that early awareness.  

 Jin Zidell moved to Kent Woodlands in 1994 with his late wife, Linda. She was also an activist: she found-

ed the Chemical Impact Project, which supports scientists working to fight environmentally-caused illnesses. 

She was portrayed as an “Earth Angel,” along with Bill Gates, Ted Turner, and others, in the December 1997 

issue of Town & Country Magazine.  Linda was among those at the forefront of alerting the public to the dan-

gers posed by endocrine-disrupting chemicals. She died of breast cancer in 2000. 

 For more information on the global drinking-water crisis and the Blue Planet Foundation: 

www.blueplanetrun.org. 
— Ann Becker, President 



Thinking of adding 

a generator or  

solar panels? 

If you’re considering installing a generator 

or solar panels, please remember that 

you’ll first need to obtain written approval 

from the Architectural Committee. For    

additional information about submitting    

an application for approval, please contact 

Michael Barber, Architectural Coordinator, 

at mbarber@kwpoa.com or 415-721-7429 

for more information.  Architectural Com-

mittee application forms are also available 

on our website, www.kwpoa.com.  

Exterior Paint Colors 
 IMPORTANT REMINDER: Are you consid-

ering painting your home? Please remember that 

our CC&Rs and Architectural Rules require the 

use of muted earth tones. If you choose an exte-

rior color from our approved palette (available 

to view in our office), no application is required. 

Other colors will require  an application and ap-

proval by the Architectural Committee. Contact 

us at 415-721-7429.  

A BIG Thank You to 
Woodlands Market! 
 

PG&E’s Public Safety Power Outages this fall 

were stressful for us all. Luckily for us, our 

friends at Woodlands Market came through for 

Kentfield residents with two generators that 

provided full service without interruption during 

the blackout. We are lucky to have such a dedi-

cated community partner. Many thanks to them! 

Power Line Safety: 
When is a Homeowner  

Responsible? 
 

 This fall’s extreme fire danger prompted 

concerns in the neighborhood about who is 

responsible for trimming trees around power 

lines. 

 We reached out to FireSAFE Marin for 

some answers. They advised that homeown-

ers are responsible for the “service” lines 

from the utility pole to the house, which must 

be kept clear of limbs and vegetation. How-

ever, these lines are insulated and lower volt-

age; incidental contact with vegetation will 

not start a fire. 

 Larger, high-voltage, pole-to-pole distri-

bution lines are monitored by PG&E to main-

tain vegetation clearance. If you have con-

cerns about trees growing too close to these 

lines, contact PG&E at 1-800-743-5000. 

 For an excellent primer on power line 

safety, visit www.pge.com/en_US/safety/

electrical-safety/electrical-safety.page. 

There’s still time to RSVP for our 
annual holiday celebration on  

 

Sunday, December 8th from  
5:00 - 8:00 pm at the Woodlands Café! 

 

$20 per person, payable at the door.  
Adults only, please! 

 

RSVP to info@kwpoa.com 
or 415-721-7429 

https://www.pge.com/en_US/safety/electrical-safety/electrical-safety.page
https://www.pge.com/en_US/safety/electrical-safety/electrical-safety.page


 

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE:  Jim Schafer (Chair), Anne Barr, Trina Lavigna, Tom Nicholson, Bill Riley    

AC COORDINATOR:  Michael Barber 

MEETINGS:  Held at the KWPOA office at 1010 Sir Francis Drake Blvd., #200, Kentfield, CA on the 2nd and/or  

4th Tuesdays of each month from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  To be noticed in the newsletter and placed on the agenda, COMPLETE 

applications must be received by the 21st of the preceding month (or the Friday prior if the 21st falls on a weekend or holiday).  All 

calls concerning Architectural Committee matters should be directed to Michael Barber at the KWPOA office at 415-721-7429 or 

mbarber@kwpoa.com.  Materials and applications may be mailed to P.O. Box 404, Kentfield 94914, or delivered to the office by 

appointment only. 

Architectural Applications:  December 2019 
 

Please note:  This newsletter is your official notice from the KWPOA regarding property improvements 

submitted for approval by the Architectural Committee. Please review this section very carefully as some 

planned development may affect you.  Note that Architectural Committee  actions are not final until ratified 

by the Board of Directors.   
 
 

THIS MONTH’S ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW MEETING:  Tuesday, December 10, 2019 

Applicant     Property Address  Category/Project Description 

New Applications for December  

Ramsay 31 N Ridgewood C4 Significant Changes in Appearance 

Olson 333 Goodhill C4 Significant Changes in Appearance 

Morgan 10 Diablo C3 Preliminary Review 

Goren 22 Rock C3 Preliminary Review 

Nelson 202 Evergreen C4 Significant Changes in Appearance 

   

Continued Applications to be considered in December 

None   

   

Applications Approved in November  

Lesser 635 Goodhill C2 Minor Additions 

Christensen 101 Goodhill C5 Substantial Remodel 

Brownridge 115 Woodland C6 Teardown 

   

Applications Denied in November  

None   

   

Open Enforcements   

7 Rancheria   

14 Madrone   

67 Ridgecrest   

421 Crown   

   

Exempt and Administratively Approved Applications 

None   



Kent Woodlands Property Owners Association 

PO Box 404 

Kentfield, CA  94914 

Regular Board Meeting 
Date: Thursday, December 5, 2019 - 6:00PM  

Location: 1010 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. #200  

• Call to Order 

• Public Comment 

• Approval of October 24, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

• AC Report and Ratifications 

• Fire Safety Report and Related Votes 

• Officer Reports 

• County Update 

• Annual Meeting/Election Update 

• Social Events Update 

• Administrator's Report 

• Next Regular Board Meeting Agenda  

• Adjourn and Reconvene in Executive Session 
 

Executive Session Agenda: 

• Call to Order 

• Approval of October 24, 2019 Minutes 

• Litigation Report 

• Personnel 

• Adjournment 
 

(This is a preliminary agenda. Final agenda posted at our office 96 hours 

prior to meeting.) 

KWPOA Contact Information 
PO Box 404, Kentfield  94914 

1010 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. #200 

Kentfield, CA  94904 

415-721-7429 

415-532-1487 

www.kwpoa.com 

info@kwpoa.com 

Mailing address: 

Office address: 

 

Phone: 

Fax: 

Web Site: 

Email: 

Board Members and Staff 
Ann Becker, President 

Bitsa Freeman, VP/Secretary 

Sara Wardell-Smith, Treasurer 

Anne Barr, Director/AC  

Jeff Leh, Director 

Kirk Baierlein, Director 

Matt Kursh, Director 

 

Jeanne Williams, Administrator 

Michael Barber, AC Coordinator 

abecker@kwpoa.com 

bfreeman@kwpoa.com 

swardellsmith@kwpoa.com 

abarr@kwpoa.com 

jleh@kwpoa.com 

kbaierlein@kwpoa.com 

mkursh@kwpoa.com 

 

jwilliams@kwpoa.com 

mbarber@kwpoa.com 


