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President’s Note 
Building Community by Getting to Know Our Neighbors: Eric Ryan 
 

 Halloween just won’t be the same this year. Because of COVID-19, there won’t a post-Parade pizza party, 

although there may be vehicle-based trick-or-treating on Woodland Road (see enclosed flyer for details). 

  Even so, we’re very lucky to have a resident like Eric Ryan, who has hosted our annual KWPOA-sponsored 

Halloween Party for several years and is committed to host it in the future.  

 On paper, Eric would seem to be one of the least likely people to host a big neighborhood party. After all, 

he’s the single parent of three active kids and is Co-Founder and CEO of three successful ventures in a row. 

But Eric describes himself as a “Connector,” and he thrives on creating community, including in Kent Wood-

lands where community-building requires an active effort. 

Continued on page 2 

KWPOA’s 2021 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND ELECTION will be held on 
Wednesday,  January 20, 2021 via webinar (details to follow closer to the date).  
 

CALL FOR CANDIDATES:  Three of the seven directorships are up for election in 2021.   
Nominations for candidates may be submitted in the following ways: 
 

• Mail to KWPOA Election, PO Box 404, Kentfield, CA 94914  
• Email to info@kwpoa.com  
• In person at a Special Membership and Board Meeting on October 22th at 6:00pm via    

video/teleconference.  
 

Nominations must be received by 5:00pm on October 31, 2020.  
 

To qualify for a seat on the board, the candidate  must be a natural person and must be a member 
(owner in the chain of title) of the association. 
 

For more information about the nomination or election process, please contact us at 415-721-7429 or 
info@kwpoa.com. 
 

The rules governing this election may be found on our web site at: 

www.kwpoa.com/voting-policy 

KWPOA 2021 Annual Meeting and Election 

http://www.kwpoa.com/voting-policy


Eric Ryan—Continued from front page 
 

  What endears us to Eric is his community-
building, but his career is pretty interesting 
too. He grew up in Grosse Point, MI, a Detroit 
suburb. He graduated from the University of 
Rhode Island, which he attended because of  
his intense interest in sailing. There, he was a 
member of the school’s renowned sailing 
team. After graduation, he worked in mar-
keting and design in London and Minneapolis, 
focusing on American consumer products. He 
then moved to San Francisco to join Hal Riney 
& Partners, where he managed the Saturn ac-
count. 
 Eric didn’t plan to become the guru of envi-
ronmentally-friendly cleaning products, but 
that’s what happened. He and a childhood friend, Adam Lowry, an Environmental Chemist, co-founded 
Method in 2001. Eric had recognized a market opportunity.  Most other cleaning products were poison-
ous and polluting and none were objects of beauty. The cleaning products aisle was “a sea of sameness.” 
Initially, “nobody believed green could clean,” but Method’s products soon proved to be “as kind to the 
planet as they are tough on dirt.” 
 When I asked Eric why he thought Method was so successful, he credited their company culture in 
which employees can take risks, be themselves, and have fun. “Method is a culture that doesn’t fear fail-
ure,” he says.  “We try to always stay a little insecure, but we focus on always trying to do better.” In his 
book, “The Method Method: Seven Obsessions That Helped Our Scrappy Start-up Turn An Industry Up-
side Down,” he offers advice for entrepreneurs and the next generation of start-ups based on the suc-
cess of Method. 
 After Method was sold to SC Johnson, Eric went on to co-found two other companies. His second 
start-up was Olly, a gummy vitamins and supplements line, which was sold to Unilever a year ago. His 
third start-up is Welly, with its fabric bandages and ointments in handy dandy tins. It’s no accident that 
Welly is disrupting the first-aid sector like Method disrupted the cleaning products sector.  
 Bringing the subject of our conversation back to Kent Woodlands, Eric said there are two things he 
loves about our neighborhood. First is its natural beauty. He is committed to preserving the natural 
beauty of Kent Woodlands and its surroundings. And he loves the neighborhood spirit which was 
brought back by COVID-19, with more families walking and riding along Woodland Road. Eric says, “It  
reminds me of how we were raised, with a strong sense of community, and I want to do what I can to 
nurture that.” 

— Ann Becker, President 
 
The President’s Note is intended to build community by spotlighting local residents. It is not an endorse-
ment by the Association of any commercial product or service. 
 
If you know of a Kent Woodlands resident who would be a good subject of a “President’s Note,” let me 
know. Send me an email at Annbecker@kwpoa.com with “Possible subject of President’s Note” in the 
subject line. 

mailto:Annbecker@kwpoa.com


 

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE:  Jim Schafer (Chair), Anne Barr, Tom Nicholson, Bill Riley    

AC COORDINATOR:  Michael Barber 

MEETINGS:  Held at the KWPOA office at 1010 Sir Francis Drake Blvd., #200, Kentfield, CA on the 2nd and/or 4th Tuesdays 

of each month from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. To be noticed in the newsletter and placed on the agenda, COMPLETE applications 

must be received by the 21st of the preceding month (or the Friday prior if the 21st falls on a weekend or holiday).  All calls       

concerning Architectural Committee matters should be directed to Michael Barber at the KWPOA office at 415-721-7429 or 

mbarber@kwpoa.com.  Materials and applications may be mailed to P.O. Box 404, Kentfield 94914, or delivered to the office  

by appointment only. 

Architectural Applications:  October 2020 
 

Please note:  This newsletter is your official notice from the KWPOA regarding property improvements submitted  
for approval by the Architectural Committee. Please review this section very carefully as some planned development 
may affect you. Note that Architectural Committee  actions are not final until ratified by the Board of Directors.   
 

 

THIS MONTH’S ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW MEETING:  Tuesday, October 13, 2020 

Property Address    Applicant   Category/Project Description 

Important Notice: Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation, this month’s AC meeting will be held via telecon-
ference. Please email mbarber@kwpoa.com or jwilliams@kwpoa.com for participation instructions. As this 
situation continues, it may be necessary to reschedule, or change the format of, AC meetings. Accordingly, 
consult the KWPOA event calendar at kwpoa.com for any meeting changes. 

New Applications for October   

111 Goodhill Powell C-4 Significant Changes in Appearances 

37 N Ridgewood Janzier C-4 Significant Changes in Appearances 

7 Laurel Quaroni C-2 Minor Additions 

   

Continued Applications to be considered in October  

None   

   

 Applications Approved in September  

None     

   

Open Enforcements   

14 Madrone (enforcement on hold)   

67 Ridgecrest   

421 Crown (enforcement on hold)   

   

Exempt and Administratively Approved Applications  

11 Evergreen Mathieson Solar 

170 Rancheria Kimchalk Generator 

120 Goodhill Jenkins Generator 

226 S Ridgewood Burlingame Fence 

385 Woodland Daly Solar 

mailto:mbarber@kwpoa.com


Kent Woodlands Property Owners Association 

PO Box 404 

Kentfield, CA  94914 

Next Board Meeting Agenda 
Thurs. October 22, 2020 - 6:00PM via videoconference. 
Contact jwilliams@kwpoa.com for info. 

• Call to Order 
• Public Comment 
• Guest Speaker on Fire Safety: Larry Paseo, Kentfield Fire 
• Approval of September 24, 2020 Meeting Minutes 
• AC Report and Ratifications 
• Fire Safety Report and Related Votes 
• Officer Reports 
• County Update 
• Social Events Update 
• Nominations for 2021 Board of Directors Election 
• Survey Results Regarding Exterior Paint—Discussion 
• Administrator's Report 
• Next Regular Board Meeting Agenda  
• Adjourn and Reconvene in Executive Session 
 

Executive Session Agenda: 
• Call to Order 
• Approval of September 24, 2020 Executive Minutes 
• Enforcements and Legal Matters 
• Personnel 
• Adjournment 
 

(This is a preliminary agenda. Final agenda will be posted at 
our office 96 hours prior to meeting.) 

KWPOA Contact Information 
PO Box 404, Kentfield  94914 

1010 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. #200 

Kentfield, CA  94904 

415-721-7429 

www.kwpoa.com 

info@kwpoa.com 

Mailing address: 

Office address: 

 

Phone: 

Web Site: 

Email: 

Board Members and Staff 
Ann Becker, President 

Bitsa Freeman, Vice President 

Sara Wardell-Smith, Treasurer 

Kirk Baierlein, Secretary 

Anne Barr, Director/AC  

Jeff Leh, Director 

Matt Kursh, Director 
 

Jeanne Williams, Administrator 

Michael Barber, AC Coordinator 

abecker@kwpoa.com 

bfreeman@kwpoa.com 

swardellsmith@kwpoa.com 

kbaierlein@kwpoa.com 

abarr@kwpoa.com 

jleh@kwpoa.com 

mkursh@kwpoa.com 
 

jwilliams@kwpoa.com 

mbarber@kwpoa.com 
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FIRE SEASON 
IS HERE! 

 

Protect your home, your  

family and our neighborhood. If 

you haven’t already, CLEAR 

YOUR FIRE ZONES. Learn 

about EVACUATION PLANS  

and how to PACK A GO BAG. 

 

MORE INFORMATION  

AVAILABLE ON 

FIRESAFEMARIN.ORG 

https://firesafemarin.org/defensible-space
https://firesafemarin.org/defensible-space
https://firesafemarin.org/evacuation
https://firesafemarin.org/evacuation/go-kit
http://FIRESAFEMARIN.ORG


 While the Woodlands post-parade pizza party will not be occurring this year, the Marin County 
Department Health & Human Services recently published guidelines with alternatives for a safe & 
fun holiday which included car-based events. While our plans are not yet finalized, we are in the 
planning stages of a Halloween vehicle parade down Woodland Road between Goodhill & N. Ridge-
wood at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday 10/31 where all participants receiving candy (children) would remain 
in vehicles at all times and would line up at a predetermined location prior to the parade.  
 The Kentfield Fire Department has volunteered to lead the  vehicle parade with one of their fire 
engines, and we‘re involving the Sheriff’s Department for traffic safety. We're actively seeking 
neighborhood volunteers to set-up candy tables spread at least 6 feet apart from one another in the 
bike lane along the North side of Woodland Road. These volunteers would wear masks and gloves 
as they hand out commercially packaged non-perishable treats (e.g. candy!) to the vehicles as they 
drive by during the parade. Members of the same household would be 
welcome to  sit behind the tables and watch while a designated mem-
ber of their household passes out the candy. Decoration of vehicles 
would be optional yet encouraged, and the event would occur rain or 
shine.  
 Even in a year like this, we can have some spooky fun for the kids 
and enjoy our Halloween tradition with our neighbors. We hope to see 
everyone there! 

  

If you're interested in volunteering or have any questions  
or comments, please contact our social chair Jeff Leh 
(jleh@kwpoa.com). More details to come in October! 

Important news about  

the annual Kent Woodlands 

trick-or-treating event 

mailto:jleh@kwpoa.com


KENT WOODLANDS PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

Request for Annual Notice of Address, Representative and Rental Status 

Civil Code, Section 4041 requires each owner of a separate interest to provide written notice to the 

Association of all the following information annually. Please provide the information in the form 

below and return the completed form to the Association within 30 days. If the requested information 

is not provided, the property address of the Owner's separate interest will be used for notices. 

1. The address or addresses to which notices from the Association are to be delivered.

2. An alternate or secondary address to which notices from the Association are to be

delivered.

3. The name and address of your legal representative, if any, including any person with

power of attorney, or other person who can be contacted in the event of your extended

absence from the separate interest.

4. Is the separate interest --

Owner-occupied?  Rented out?  Developed, but vacant? 

Undeveloped?

5.Member Name

Property Address 

6. Return form to:
KENT WOODLANDS PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 

PO BOX 404 

KENTFIELD CA 94914

EMAIL:  INFO@KWPOA.COM 




