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President’s Note 
Building Community by Getting to Know our Neighbors: Kate Courtney, Olympian 
 

 For most of us, the postponement of the 2020 Olympics 

is just another in the long list of things derailed by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. But for an athlete who’s been training 

in preparation for this pinnacle of all athletic competitions, 

it’s major.  

 Kate Courtney, who grew up in Kent Woodlands and 

whose parents Maggie and Tom Courtney still live here, is a 

professional mountain bike racer — a world champion in a 

male-dominated sport. Kate qualified for the 2020 Olympics 

and this year has been all about training for that event. Now 

that the Olympics have been postponed, it has forced Kate 

to drastically adjust her training program. But it has also al-

lowed her to spend time in Kent Woodlands and to ride the bike trails on Mt. Tam. 
 As a kid, Kate frequently went on bike rides with her dad. Tom had a tandem mountain bike and she 

started riding on it with him at age 6. “Those adventures were fun!” Kate says. “Our rides from Kent Wood-

lands to the Mountain Home Inn to get blueberry pancakes were some of the best experiences of my child-

hood.” 

 For Kate, bikes were about exploration and enjoyment until high school. That’s when she discovered 

mountain bike racing.  Until then, her team sport had been running, on Branson’s cross-county team. She 

joined the mountain bike racing team just to stay in shape in the off-season. She loved it. “It was technical 

and tactical, exciting and hard. It’s a combo of being the most fun ever and being really tough.”  

 So, what advice does Kate have for Kent Woodlands parents of young children? “This area is unique for 

its access to outdoor recreation areas, untouched protected land that encourages exploration. My advice is 

to keep it fun, go to cool places, bring delicious snacks. If it’s not fun, they won’t want to do it. And take it 

one step at a time. Encourage them to try a new trail, a new hill or technical feature. Be prepared to crash a 

few times.” 

 As Kate says “I grew up at the base of a mountain and that has shaped who I am.” That mountain is 

where mountain biking was born.  

 Watch for Kate in the postponed Olympics. In the meantime, you may find Kate on her favorite local 

trail: Coast View Trail — a scenic, legal single track trail near Mill Valley. 

 For more information about Kate, go to www.katecourtney.com, and follow her on Twitter 

(@sparkleaddict) and Instagram (kateplusfate). 

— Ann Becker, President 
 

KWPOA does not endorse or promote any business or product mentioned in the President’s Note.  
 

If you know a Kent Woodlands resident who you think would be a good subject for a future column, please let me 

know. Email me at info@kwpoa.com with “Possible Subject for President’s Note” in the Subject Line.   

http://www.katecourtney.com
mailto:info@kwpoa.com


 Beginning on Monday August 3, Marin County Parks and Open Space District will be starting grant-

funded fire fuel reduction work in Kent Woodlands, in the vicinity of Evergreen Dr. A map of the area is 

available on our web site at www.kwpoa.com/fire-safety. The work areas will focus on 2 acres of Open 

Space (green line to property boundary; property boundaries are represented by thin black lines). The goal 

of this work is to help create up to 200’ of defensible space for this community. Work on private property is 

not funded by this grant. There will also be an additional 2 acres of fuel reduction along portions of Southern 

Marin Line and Evergreen Fire Roads. During the month of August, please plan for crew activity and some 

delays while accessing Open Space via the Southern Marin Line Fire Rd, Evergreen Fire Rd, and Hoo-Koo-E-

Koo trail. Conservation Corps North Bay will be implementing this project, managed by MCOSD staff.  

  Marin County Fire Department crews will be doing work additional fuel reduction work in Kent Wood-

lands during August and September, in the areas of Open Space below Ridgecrest Rd. and Blue Ridge 

Rd. Additional work area maps will be provided once work dates are confirmed.    
 

For more information please contact: 

Jim Chayka, Superintendent (Marin County Parks) at jchayka@marincounty.org  

Sarah Minnick, Fire Ecologist (Marin County Parks) at sminnick@marincounty.org 
 

— Fire Safety Committee 

Fire News from the Marin County Open Space District 

A Reminder About 

Leaf Blowers 

All residents are reminded of both 

KWPOA’s and the County’s noise rules 

with regard to leaf-blowers and other 

noisy maintenance equipment: 

County Rule: Equipment may be used 

Monday through Friday from 7:00 am to 

6:00 pm, Saturday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

KWPOA Rule: Use of equipment is per-

mitted between 7:30 am and 5:00 pm 

Monday through Friday, 9:00 am and 

4:00 pm on Saturdays 

Neither the County nor KWPOA allows 

the use of leaf blowers on Sundays or 

holidays. 

Thank you for being a good neighbor and 

respecting the peaceful enjoyment of our 

neighborhood! 

Check Your Perimeter for 
Trash and Overgrowth 
 When was the last time you took a look 

around the entire perimeter of your property? 

If it’s been a while, a couple of things may need 

your attention: 
 

• Trash tends to collect along the road-

adjacent edges of properties. Please walk 

your property lines periodically to pick up 

any trash that may have accumulated. 
 

• Overgrown vegetation along our narrow 

roadways hampers sight lines and creates a 

hazard for cars, cyclists, and pedestrians. 

Property owners are responsible for main-

taining any vegetation on the edges of their 

lots. 

 

Thank 
You! 

mailto:jchayka@marincounty.org
mailto:sminnick@marincounty.org


 

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE:  Jim Schafer (Chair), Anne Barr, Tom Nicholson, Bill Riley    

AC COORDINATOR:  Michael Barber 

MEETINGS:  Held at the KWPOA office at 1010 Sir Francis Drake Blvd., #200, Kentfield, CA on the 2nd and/or 4th Tuesdays 

of each month from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. To be noticed in the newsletter and placed on the agenda, COMPLETE applications 

must be received by the 21st of the preceding month (or the Friday prior if the 21st falls on a weekend or holiday).  All calls       

concerning Architectural Committee matters should be directed to Michael Barber at the KWPOA office at 415-721-7429 or 

mbarber@kwpoa.com.  Materials and applications may be mailed to P.O. Box 404, Kentfield 94914, or delivered to the office  

by appointment only. 

Architectural Applications:  August 2020 
 

Please note:  This newsletter is your official notice from the KWPOA regarding property improvements sub-

mitted for approval by the Architectural Committee. Please review this section very carefully as some planned 

development may affect you. Note that Architectural Committee  actions are not final until ratified by the Board 

of Directors.   
 

 

THIS MONTH’S ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW MEETING:  Tuesday, August 18 

Applicant     Property Address  Category/Project Description 

Important Notice: Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation, this month’s AC meeting will be held via 

teleconference. Please email mbarber@kwpoa.com or jwilliams@kwpoa.com for participation instruc-

tions. As this situation continues, it may be necessary to reschedule, or change the format of, AC 

meetings. Accordingly, consult the KWPOA event calendar at kwpoa.com for any meeting changes. 

New Applications for August  

Henderson 101 Crown C3 - Preliminary Review 
   

Continued Applications to be considered in August  

None   
   

Applications Approved in July  

Bonte 8 Buckeye C2 - Minor Additions 

Pfendler 6 Turnagain C1 - Minor Changes 

Baron 45 Idlewood C2 - Minor Additions 

Goldman 27 Evergreen C2 - Minor Additions 
   

Exempt and Administratively Approved Applications  

Barr 119 Evergreen Tree Removal 

Segars 316 Goodhill Solar 

Harbacek 512 Goodhill Tree Removal 

Blankenship 320 Crown Fence   

Schafer 101 Idlewood Generator 

Springfield 90 Upland Solar 

Babb 6 Greenwood Way Solar 
   

Open Enforcements   

14 Madrone   

67 Ridgecrest   

421 Crown   



Kent Woodlands Property Owners Association 

PO Box 404 

Kentfield, CA  94914 

Next Board Meeting Agenda 
Date:   Thursday, August 27, 2020 - 6:00PM  

Location:   Via videoconference. Contact 

 jwilliams@kwpoa.com for info. 

• Call to Order 

• Public Comment 

• Approval of July 23, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

• AC Report and Ratifications 

• Fire Safety Report and Related Votes 

• Officer Reports 

• County Update 

• Social Events Update 

• Discussion & Vote on Proceeding with Member Survey on 

Adding White to Approved House Colors 

• Neighborhood Directory 

• Leaf Blower Noise Nuisance 

• Administrator's Report 

• Next Regular Board Meeting Agenda  

• Adjourn and Reconvene in Executive Session 
 

Executive Session Agenda: 

• Call to Order 

• Approval of July 23, 2020 Executive Minutes 

• Enforcements and Legal Matters 

• Personnel 

• Adjournment 
 

(Final agenda will be posted at our office 96 hours prior to meeting.) 

KWPOA Contact Information 
PO Box 404, Kentfield  94914 

1010 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. #200 

Kentfield, CA  94904 

415-721-7429 

www.kwpoa.com 

info@kwpoa.com 

 

Mailing address: 

Office address: 

 

Phone: 

Web Site: 

Email: 

 

Board Members and Staff 
Ann Becker, President 

Bitsa Freeman, Vice President 

Sara Wardell-Smith, Treasurer 

Kirk Baierlein, Secretary 

Anne Barr, Director/AC  

Jeff Leh, Director 

Matt Kursh, Director 
 

Jeanne Williams, Administrator 

Michael Barber, AC Coordinator 

abecker@kwpoa.com 

bfreeman@kwpoa.com 

swardellsmith@kwpoa.com 

kbaierlein@kwpoa.com 

abarr@kwpoa.com 

jleh@kwpoa.com 

mkursh@kwpoa.com 
 

jwilliams@kwpoa.com 

mbarber@kwpoa.com 


