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President’s Note 

Building Community by Getting to Know Our Neighbors 
 

 On the hills of Marin, wildflower season is winding down, but that isn’t the 

case in Jamie Everett’s wildflower garden. Both Jamie and his wife, Aghaghia, are 

avid gardeners and the wildflower garden on their property along Crown Road 

near the Tucker Cut-off trailhead is mostly Jamie’s project. Because I love wild-

flowers and have begun a native plants garden myself, I wanted to find out how 

Jamie created such a haven of wild blooms.  

 First, a little background.  James Everett, aka “Jamie,” grew up on the East 

Coast but has had family in California for four generations.  He first moved to 

California to pursue a BS in Natural Resources from Humboldt State University, 

and eventually returned after earning a Master’s degree in Forestry at Yale Uni-

versity.  He has had a passion for economic and ecological sustainability for over 

30 years, and ten years ago he co-founded a sustainability-focused venture capi-

tal firm, Ecosystem Integrity Fund.  That’s what he does professionally. In his 

free time, he is an avid gardener, having learned about plants by his mother’s side beginning at age five. 

 When he and Aghaghia purchased their house on Crown Road, Jamie decided to plant a garden that would 

“look like nature, would be a habitat for honeybees and butterflies, and might encourage other people to do the 

same in their yards.” There was space available along the road, where a stand of Junipers had been removed by the 

prior owners per the Fire Inspection.  

 The area had poor soil which had never been amended. To enrich it, he mixed in Fox Farm Happy Frog pot-

ting soil as well as a soil conditioner (organic matter) that he purchased at Sloat. He also added sand in some plac-

es and some fir bark where he would plant acid-loving plants. (He continues to fertilize with organic fertilizer, such 

as Espoma products.)  

 His planting began with the addition of large plants for “structure” – Arbutus, Redwoods, and Manzanitas. 

Next, he planted a variety of Sages, including the lovely purple “Cleveland Sage” (named after the President, not 

the city), Penstemon varieties from Watershed Nursery in Richmond, one Milkweed, Clarkia, Lupins, Monkeyflow-

er, and Borage. Then, he scattered several pounds of wildflower seeds from High Country Gardens, watered it by 

hand, and waited. As time passed, he continued to plant wildflower seeds, because in our mild climate, one doesn’t 

have to wait until Spring to do so. 

 He hadn’t intended to fence it in, but the deer very quickly began eating his Manzanitas and not letting any-

thing flower, so he had to install netting against the deer.  

 Before summer heat takes its toll, if you drive slowly along the north end of Crown Road and approach the 

spot where Crown turns into Phoenix, you’ll see a magnificent wildflower display along a wooden fence. Feel free 

to stop and quietly admire the wildflower extravaganza which Jamie has cultivated there.  
 

— Ann Becker, President 

 
KWPOA does not endorse or promote any business or product mentioned in the President’s Note.  

 
If you know a Kent Woodlands resident who you think would be a good subject for a future column, please let me know. Email me at 

abecker@kwpoa.com with “Possible subject for President’s Note” in the Subject Line.   

mailto:info@kwpoa.com


 Evacuation orders via Hi-Lo Sirens: "If you 

hear Hi-Lo, it’s time to go!" If a wildfire is imminent 

and the Fire Department orders us to evacuate, they will 

notify us in two ways: AlertMarin and Hi-Lo sirens.  

The Hi-Lo sirens are on law enforcement vehicles and 

fire equipment. In the event of a mandatory evacuation, 

those emergency vehicles will travel the streets in the 

event area and use that setting on their sirens. Everyone 

in that area would be able to hear them.  

The use of Hi-Lo sirens for evacuation will be used coun-

ty-wide, so you may hear the Hi-Lo sirens in a neighbor-

ing town, such as Larkspur, Greenbrae or Ross. The Fire 

Department advises that if you feel unsafe and want to 

evacuate, then do so.  

 To hear what the Hi-Lo sirens sound like, watch this 

video: www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlSFt0-WzQM 

A Measure B Update from College of Marin: 
 

 “With the approval of the Environmental Impact Re-

port (EIR) at the June 16th Board Meeting, demolition of 

the Learning Resource Center building can begin at the 

end of this month and is expected to last through Sep-

tember.  There will be heavy equipment onsite through-

out the duration.  Additionally, there will be trucks com-

ing on and off site disposing/recycling the building materi-

als.  The safety of our campus, neighborhood, and busi-

ness community are of utmost importance to us.  As a 

result the College will be implementing very strict traffic 

mitigation measures.  The preservation of our surround-

ing natural environments are critical as well.  The Col-

lege will be implementing strict environmental mitigation 

measures to protect the creek and the surrounding are-

as.  Programming for the building is on pause during this 

continued stay at home order.  We feel that until we can 

hold more in person meetings to finalize the details, we 

would be missing out on valuable input.  Once Marin 

County enters the phase where we can host larger 

groups, we intend to hold a town hall meeting to finalize 

our feedback on the programming stage from students, 

faculty, staff, and surrounding community.  Once the 

programming effort is complete, we will move into de-

signing the building.  We will be asking for your partici-

pation and engagement during this phase as well.   

 Thank you for all your patience as we work to im-

prove our campus.  Feel free to contact Isidro Farias, 

Director of Capital Projects, at ifarias@marin.edu should 

you have any questions or need more information about 

the Measure B projects. You can also visit the website at 

http://measurebcom.org/.” 

CHIPPER DAY – JULY 21st 
 

 We are happy to announce that 

FIRESafe MARIN, with Measure C funding  

from the Marin Wildfire Prevention Authori-

ty, will conduct a curbside pickup chipper day 

in Kent Woodlands on Tuesday, July 21. 

SPACE IS LIMITED  AND SIGNUP IS 

REQUIRED. Signups will be available start-

ing two weeks prior to the scheduled day at 

www.chipperday.com/marin. 

 Chipper crews will dispose of a 10'x4'x4' 

pile of cut vegetation at no cost. Lay all vege-

tation in your pile the same way with the 

base of the branch or plant facing toward the 

street (so that it can be easily picked up and 

placed in the chipper) at your curb by 8am 

on our chipper event day. Limbs must be less 

than 8 inches in diameter. Please note; the 

actual pickup of material may be delayed for 

1-2 days due to volume. Grass clippings, 

loose leaves, soft vegetation can't be chipped 

and must be disposed of in your green waste 

cans. 

Hi-Lo Sirens 

C.O.M. Project Update 

 Sign up to get alerts about emergencies 

and other important community news! Alert 

Marin provides you with critical information 

quickly in a variety of situations, such as wild-

fires, severe weather, flooding, earthquakes, 

missing persons, and evacuations of buildings 

or neighborhoods.   

 In Marin, the “Alert Marin” notification sys-

tem is used by all fire and law enforcement 

agencies to make emergency and evacuation 

notifications.  You must register your phone(s) 

and address at www.alertmarin.org.You will 

receive time-sensitive messages for any loca-

tions you specify, such as your home, mobile or 

business phones, email address, text messag-

es and more. SIGN UP TODAY! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlSFt0-WzQM
mailto:ifarias@marin.edu
http://measurebcom.org/
http://www.chipperday.com/marin
http://www.alertmarin.org/


 

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE:  Jim Schafer (Chair), Anne Barr, Tom Nicholson, Bill Riley    

AC COORDINATOR:  Michael Barber 

MEETINGS:  Held at the KWPOA office at 1010 Sir Francis Drake Blvd., #200, Kentfield, CA on the 2nd and/or 4th Tuesdays 

of each month from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. To be noticed in the newsletter and placed on the agenda, COMPLETE applications 

must be received by the 21st of the preceding month (or the Friday prior if the 21st falls on a weekend or holiday).  All calls       

concerning Architectural Committee matters should be directed to Michael Barber at the KWPOA office at 415-721-7429 or 

mbarber@kwpoa.com.  Materials and applications may be mailed to P.O. Box 404, Kentfield 94914, or delivered to the office  

by appointment only. 

Architectural Applications:  July 2020 
 

Please note:  This newsletter is your official notice from the KWPOA regarding property improvements 

submitted for approval by the Architectural Committee. Please review this section very carefully as some 

planned development may affect you.  Note that Architectural Committee  actions are not final until ratified 

by the Board of Directors.   
 

 

THIS MONTH’S ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW MEETING:  Tuesday, July 14 

Applicant     Property Address  Category/Project Description 

Important Notice: Due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation, this month’s AC meeting will be held 

via teleconference. Please email mbarber@kwpoa.com or jwilliams@kwpoa.com for participation 

instructions. As this situation continues, it may be necessary to reschedule, or change the format of, 

AC meetings. Accordingly, consult the KWPOA event calendar at kwpoa.com for any meeting 

changes. 

New Applications for July   

Bonte 8 Buckeye C2 - Minor additions 

Pfendler 6 Turnagain C1—Minor Changes 

Baron 45 Idlewood C2—Minor Additions 

   

Continued Applications to be considered in July  

Goldman 27 Evergreen C2—Minor Additions 

   

Applications Approved in June  

None   

   

Open Enforcements   

14 Madrone   

67 Ridgecrest   

421 Crown   

   

Exempt and Administratively Approved Applications  

Goldsmith 40 Blue Ridge Tree Removal 

Ireland 14 Fern Paint color 

Kojima 330 Goodhill Change to plan, Tree removal 

Heibak 667 Idlewood Tree Removal 

Stamper 414 Crown Minor Changes 



Kent Woodlands Property Owners Association 

PO Box 404 

Kentfield, CA  94914 

Next Regular Board Meeting 
Date:   Thursday, July 23, 2020 - 6:00PM  

Location:   Via videoconference. Contact 

 jwilliams@kwpoa.com for info. 

• Call to Order 

• Public Comment 

• Approval of June 25, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

• AC Report and Ratifications 

• Fire Safety Report and Related Votes 

• Officer Reports 

• County Update 

• Social Events Update 

• Administrator's Report 

• Next Regular Board Meeting Agenda  

• Adjourn and Reconvene in Executive Session 
 

Executive Session Agenda: 

• Call to Order 

• Approval of June 25, 2020 Executive Minutes 

• Enforcements and Legal Matters 

• Personnel 

• Adjournment 
 

(This is a preliminary agenda. Final agenda posted at our office 96 hours 

prior to meeting.) 

KWPOA Contact Information 
PO Box 404, Kentfield  94914 

1010 Sir Francis Drake Blvd. #200 

Kentfield, CA  94904 

415-721-7429 

www.kwpoa.com 

info@kwpoa.com 

 

Mailing address: 

Office address: 

 

Phone: 

Web Site: 

Email: 

 

Board Members and Staff 
Ann Becker, President 

Bitsa Freeman, Vice President 

Sara Wardell-Smith, Treasurer 

Kirk Baierlein, Secretary 

Anne Barr, Director/AC  

Jeff Leh, Director 

Matt Kursh, Director 
 

Jeanne Williams, Administrator 

Michael Barber, AC Coordinator 

abecker@kwpoa.com 

bfreeman@kwpoa.com 

swardellsmith@kwpoa.com 

kbaierlein@kwpoa.com 

abarr@kwpoa.com 

jleh@kwpoa.com 

mkursh@kwpoa.com 
 

jwilliams@kwpoa.com 

mbarber@kwpoa.com 
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DATE: July 1, 2020 

 

TO: KWPOA MEMBERS 

 

FROM: BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

RE: Updated Voting Policy 

 

In our May newsletter, we provided KWPOA members the opportunity to review 

and comment on the Association’s Draft Updated Voting Policy pursuant to Civil 

Code §4360. This new policy was developed due to the passage of Senate Bill 323, 

which rendered every Voting Policy in the state outdated as of January 1, 2020. 

 

After carefully considering comments received from the membership, the Board of 

Directors voted unanimously at the June 25, 2020 Board Meeting to approve the 

Updated Voting Policy as published in the May newsletter. 

 

Should you wish to receive a copy of the newly adopted Voting Policy, please 

contact the office at 415-721-7429 or info@kwpoa.com. 


